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75 Cents

Barristers Section plans
Summer Breeze and
Law Clerk Party

The Barristers Section of the Detroit Met-
ropolitan Bar Association (DMBA) will once
again host their 19th Annual Summer Breeze
and Law Clerk Party. This year’s event will be
held Thursday, July 26, from 5 to 8 p.m. at the
Centaur Bar, 2233 Park Avenue (behind the
Fox Theatre).

Proceeds from this event will support the
Fort Street Presbyterian Church Meal Pro-
gram, which provides meals for an estimated
420 Detroiters each Thursday.

Firm sponsorships are available for $400—
guest attend for free. Judicial officers and
DMBA Barrister Section members may attend
free of charge. DMBA members may attend
for $10 and non-members may attend for $15.
Reservations and sponsorship forms are due
by Thursday, July 19. Firm sponsors must
forward the names of all guest to: registra-
tion@detroitlawyer.org. All other attendees
must register individually online at
www.detroitlawyer.org and all registrations
fees must be paid. Visit the Web site for more
information.

Bills would increase
use of child safety seats

LANSING (AP) — More Michigan chil-
dren would be required to travel in safety car
seats under legislation passed last week by the
state House.

Current Michigan law generally requires
children under 4 to ride in a child restraint
system, rather than just seat belts alone.

The bills passed by the House would
broaden the requirements. Child under 4-foot-
9 and less than 80 pounds would have to be in
a restraint system or a booster seat until they
turn 8.

The main bill in the package passed by a
101-7 vote. The legislation now goes to the
Senate.

The House bills also would seek to find
new sources of money for a fund designed to
help provide child seats for those who need
them and educate the public about the effort.
Democrats who sponsored the bills said they
would make Michigan eligible to receive fed-
eral funds.

The bills are aimed at bringing Michigan
up to speed with federal recommendations
related to child safety seats. According to a
coalition called Safe Kids Michigan, the state
has some of the most lenient child safety seat
laws in the nation.

The child booster seat bills are House Bills
4536-4538 and 4939.

Woman sentenced in
foster child’s death

DETROIT (AP) — A woman convicted of
involuntary manslaughter and child abuse in
the death of her 2-year-old foster child was
sentenced Monday to 5 1/2 years to 15 years
in prison.

Wayne County Circuit Judge Vera Massey
Jones also sentenced Charlsie Adams-Rogers,
60, to time served for her conviction of sec-
ond-degree child abuse of Isaac Lethbridge,
who died of a beating last August in her
home.

Defense attorneys have said Adams-
Rogers’ mentally disturbed and violent daugh-
ter, then 12, fatally beat Isaac. The prosecu-
tion had insisted Adams-Rogers was account-
able. The girl has not been charged in the
death.

At Adams-Rogers’ sentencing, Jones said
“everybody wants to blame everything” on the
daughter, but Adams-Rogers “created the con-
ditions” in her home that led to Isaac’s death.

An autopsy concluded that a blow from a
blunt object or fist caused Isaac’s brain to
hemorrhage.

Witnesses said the boy’s body showed
burns by an iron and cigarettes and multiple
bruises from metal rods or sticks.
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U.S. attorney
Barbara Colby
Tanase gets
sworn-in

NEW ASSISTANT U.S. ATTORNEY Bar-
bara Colby Tanase (center) was sworn in
by United States District Court Chief
Judge Bernard A. Friedman (left) on Mon-
day, June 11, at the Theodore Levin U.S.
Courthouse in Detroit. Congratulating
Tanase was U.S. Attorney Stephen J. Mur-
phy, lll (right). She will be working out of

the U.S. Attorney’s Office in Flint.
Photo by John Meiu

Wayne County closes on $211 million loan

Wayne County Treasurer Raymond J. Wojtowicz presented
the City of Detroit and the Detroit School District checks total-
ing $76 Million. Wayne county taxing authorities (with the
exception of the City of Inkster — tax records not final) will
receive their money for their community’s 2006 Delinquent
Real Property taxes. “This is a credit to the municipalities in
returning their records to my office timely and to my outstand-
ing staff in making this happen” said Wojtowicz.

The County Treasurer issues notes in anticipation of the
delinquent taxes, and the delinquent taxes plus interest, when
collected, are used to retire the notes. This year, LaSalle Bank
successfully won the bid. This is a 24-month loan and Wojtow-
icz anticipates the repayment to take approximately 15
months.

The proceeds from the sale of the notes are distributed to
each of the taxing units in an amount equal to its delinquent
taxes. As the County Treasurer subsequently collects the delin-
quent taxes, such monies are then used to pay the debt service
on the county notes. In this way, the taxing units are able to
receive all of their property tax revenues in the fiscal year for
which the taxes are levied.

“This will benefit all the units of Wayne County govern-
ment whose budgets have been under terrific pressure in the
last few years,” Wojtowicz added.

This is a record borrowing by the county since Delinquent

Real property taxes in Wayne County are up 29 percent from a
year ago. Wojtowicz was the first treasurer in Wayne County
to start this program in 1978 when he issued the first tax notes
for $25,600,000. He has since issued notes annually for such
purpose. As part of this program, the Treasurer has borrowed
almost $2 billion, and has never missed an interest payment,
paying off the notes on time or prior to their due date.

The 2006 delinquent taxes will be collected in accordance
with the state law (Public Act 123) passed in 1999 and will
place property owned by taxpayers in risk of foreclosure if the

taxes are not paid by March 31, 2009. “We urge all taxpayers to
pay these taxes as soon as possible to avoid the interest and
penalties which are imposed under the state law,” Treasurer
Wojtowicz added.

Payments can be made Online at www.treasurer.waynecoun-
ty. com or by mail or in person to Raymond J. Wojtowicz,
Wayne County Treasurer, 5th Floor, International Center Build-
ing, 400 Monroe, Suite 550, Detroit, 48226-2942. For more
information, contact the Office of the Wayne County Treasurer
at (313) 224-0489.

Recognizing that Wayne County municipalities are facing
some of the toughest economic times ever and are in need of
cash sooner rather than later, Wayne County Treasurer Ray-
mond J. Wojtowicz mailed delinquent property tax checks on
Friday, June 29. These checks reflect their respective portions
of the revenue collected from the 2006 delinquent real prop-
erty taxes. This is the first time this has happened in the entire
existence of the Delinquent Tax Revolving Fund (DTRF).

In past years only Detroit received its portion by June 30,
followed by out-county municipalities and other taxing enti-
ties, which did not receive their money until the end of July.

The Wayne County Treasurer’s Office has provided signif-

MUNICIPALITIES, SCHOOL DISTRICTS RECEIVE MILLIONS

icant cash flow benefits to local units of government in the
county through the DTRE, which was originally created by
resolution of the County Board of Commissioners and is
administered by the County Treasurer.

This fund enables local units of government that levy
property taxes in the county (such as cities, villages, town-
ships and school districts) to receive all of their property tax
revenues in the fiscal year for which those taxes are levied
instead of having to wait until such property taxes are actually
paid, which is sometimes months or even years later. The
DTREF is funded with proceeds of tax anticipation notes sold
annually.

Helmets given out to kids

Report says toll
roads should be
conisdered to

ease congestion

LANSING (AP) — A new report from the
Michigan Department of Transportation sug-
gests the state should consider creating toll
roads to ease congestion and help pay for
transportation costs.

The idea has come up in the past in Michi-
gan without being approved, but has been
used across the country.

Robert Poole, transportation director for
the Reason Foundation, a think tank based in
Los Angeles, was contacted by MDOT about
the possibility of toll roads in Michigan, The
Detroit News reported.

“A lot of people may be willing to pay a
toll not necessarily every day, but at certain
times like when they need to catch a plane,

MEMBERS OF THE MICHIGAN ASSOCIATION FOR JUS-
TICE (MAJ), formerly the Michigan Trial Lawyers Associa-
tion, donated 500 safety helmets for children on Saturday,

ed nine bikes.

June 9, at the Fellowship Chapel in Detroit. MAJ fitted its
15,000th helmet of its Helmet Safety Campaign and award-
Photo by John Meiu

make a business meeting, pick the kids up
from day care,” Poole said.

The state’s transportation plan through
2030, which was released earlier in the week,

Push renewed to limit Great Lakes water diversions

LANSING (AP) — Democratic state lawmakers and environmental
groups are renewing their push to strengthen laws against diverting

water outside the Great Lakes.

Legislation announced Monday by House Democrats would remove
an exception that allows bottled water to be diverted — unless water
bottling plants have state authorization. State law regulating large-scale
water withdrawals allows bottled water to be shipped outside the basin

in containers smaller than 5.7 gallons.

The eight-bill package also would change the law to guard against
someone making many smaller withdrawals to avoid hitting overall
withdrawal thresholds, increase fines for water-use violations and let
anyone in the public petition the state alleging that water withdrawals

water withdrawals.
(See WATER, Page Two)

are hurting the environment. Another bill would reduce the threshold
for environmental review of new or increased water bottling operations.
One previously introduced bill — sponsored by Rep. Kate Ebli, D-
Monroe, and highlighted Monday — would ratify a compact signed by
the eight Great Lakes states prohibiting most water diversions to points
outside the Great Lakes drainage basin. Similar legislation also has
been introduced in the Senate by Sen. Patricia Birkholz, R-Saugatuck.
The governors of Great Lakes states have signed a compact to ban
most diversions of water outside the drainage basin, require each state
to regulate water use and establish a regional standard for large-scale

said Michigan “may want to consider tolls.” It
does not specify locations, potential funding
sources or expected revenue.

“It’s kind of a what-if scenario,” said
MDOT’s Susan Gorski, manager of the report.

The report suggests building new toll lanes
on existing, congested roadways.

Carmine Palombo, transportation director
for the Southeast Michigan Council of Gov-
ernments, said the growing funding deficit
may keep the discussion about toll roads alive
longer than in the past.

“People haven’t wanted toll roads,” he said.
“I’m not saying tolling is a great idea, but
given the fact that we haven’t been able to
raise transportation revenues I think our posi-
tion is we need to look at every option.”
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H Cerberus Deal

Regulators clear deal for
Cerberus to buy Chrysler.
Page Two

Hl Secret Executioners

Bill signed to conceal executioners’
identities in Missouri.
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B “Transformers”

I's more than meets the
eye for General Motors.
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